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WINSTON-SALEM POLICE DEPARTMENT
101 N. MAIN STREET, WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA 27102

e
P UNKNOWN
UNKNOWN
CXETRROWN ADCARERS
UNKNOWN
e T
- BLACK MALE About 25 yrs. old
513" 120 1bs. SLENDER
. BLACK BROWN MEDIUM
- RETINAL TIPSR

ﬂuting_jcana and had a red & white shirt

wrapped around a gun in his right hand.

. 8mp§ct said that his name was "DONNIE" &

24 MUK SERVICE

CMIEF OF POLICE (919) 7272581 @ DETECTIVES (§19) 727.2451 @ RECORDS SECTION (915) 727-2921

I:hal: he had been in prison.
TRV CLANPREYRN

=

06-14-84 .

2100 hrs. l 600 blk. W. 5th St., Winston-Salem, NC

06’-13-8“

s 00 blk. of W. Sth St. from behind and grabbed

victin' 55:11 Suspect then stuck gun in victim's back and told her wh:l.ch vay to walk. |

suspecr. Eld victim, "I've got a piece and you better do what T uy." and that ha s

wnn r. kiddin ng. Suspect raped victim several times in several dutcunt loclt:loni

Sulpocr. tumcd victim loose on 5th St.
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27 On this date, this case was assigned to the writer for investigatio_n.
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__On_06-15-84, the writer attempted to contact the complainant, Ms. mme

with negative results. The week of 06-18-84 through 06-25-84 the wn.ter was

vi and was unable to at to_con the ant.,
On 06-26-84, the writer talked with Mg. Erskine at her regidence, 1300 Broc 8
AVETRE wht EYEXLIE Btatad e 0 OW1ING B AUDYotimare U4U OIS OX)

Erskmeleftherresmermthhherboyfrierﬂ,m;ethcoffee. Ms. Ex

going to walk her boyfriend to the mission located on Oak Street. Ms. Erskine

walked her boyfriend to the First Baptist Church located on Fifth Street, at \h.u.:h

timd\ewmedumﬂarﬂwalkedbadttma:ﬂherzesmmmwfﬁaﬂm

timed toward the mission. mmm.nrskmuaswalkmgmfxmtofm;pp .

male then put a gun in her back and told her if she did not do what ‘she was’

&A,ﬂlathemldslmther mwmmmwmm

u%xumummbmmmm.mmmmm 'Ihemu_pact

mzippedhispmtsmﬂmthispa\isinns.znkinesmth. m.z:akmet.ried

ggg__t}_memspectdisﬂactedbytellhghﬁnﬂutherboyfdaﬂhadjmle&m

he?;ﬂ‘tmgg. 'mesu:pecttoldherthathedidmtuanttohear'awung_

her boyfriend and that he was her boyfriend for the night. The suspect instructed

Ms. Erskine not to talk about anyone else. While the suspect was forcing

toperfomoralcqmlationmtﬂm,hetoldher'toda‘q:ﬂmtit,'azﬂw

36, STATUS. (CHECK ONE)
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06-14-84

& MILTHLE CLEAR-LP

mm_ [

'mesuspectﬂmmadeus.mhewthercloﬂungbadcmaxﬂmlked_

Crystal Towers. m.EtskimstatedﬂBtﬂ\eyhadtOproffofawalluﬂ

bushes and a fence, the suspect forced her to take off her clothes again. ‘At this
time the suspect made Ms. Erskine take off her bra. The suspect wrapped the.bra

he was_going to keep his bra so that he could fantasize with it. The suspect

around his waist and put it down into his pants, Mwwmmm

__Ww put on her clothing anﬂmlkﬂﬂ

Ergkine stated that the susp

aped heramagain

saidthathiswifehadputhiminStoluePrismarﬂtalkdmabwtbeirqin

prison. The suspect stated to Ms. Erskine that his name was Domymﬂ thathe

in Oldtown. The suspect also told Ms. Erskinetlnthehadkilledﬂueéﬁm'and

that killing her would make no difference to him. Atthiltimthenspecthol’,_

Ms. Erskine that he was going to shoot her. mmmmm

believed in God. She also told him that she wanted to live and promised thatlhq

would not tell anyone about the rapes that had occurred. mmmmm
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06-14-84

7, VALUE AND TYPE OF FROPERTY STOLEN OR RECOVERED

27

Mh.mmmMmtb&hﬂﬂﬂmﬂdimmmtedﬂutsm;s&' :

Hanes was written on the side of the building. Ms. Erskine stated that the
ﬂﬁmcthadkeptﬂlegmeiﬂm:inhersideoratherheﬂdﬂmémﬁxetim,-:

had been with her and that she did fear for her life, Ms. Erskine went to the'

which is located at 717 Oak Street and called the police to report the rape..

Ms. Erskine described the suspect as follows: black male, appraximately 25

old, approximately 5'3", 120 lbs., slender build, black hair, brown eyes, with

qun most of the time. The suspect was wearing a nnverrggmhisleftrim

very thin mustache and thin beard. The suspect had very hollow cheeks and high
cheek bones. The had a red and white shirt which he e

finger,

On 07-03-84, Ms. Erskine czme to the Police Department and was administered a

graph examination, gurmluofwhidxhﬂicatadﬂntmmmdwepum;m

Ms. Erskine's acoount of the events on 06-13—84.
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27 On 07-12-84, the writer and Detective W. G, Miller checked the area of Fifth
Street for anyone who matched the description of the suspect with negative

results. The writer has been unable to work on this case any ﬁuﬂ:erhacauseof s
heavy caseload. '
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_On 08-02-84, the writer contacted Ms. Erskine. Ms. Erskine viewsd a photo-
graphic lineup which contained a picture of Darran Haile, BM, DOB 01-27-64.

Ms. Erskine pointed out the photograph and stated that Mr. Haﬂereaaﬂ:leqtilé

suspect who raped her. She stated that she would like to look at a more recent

photograph of Mr. Haile because she could not be positive that he was the sisp

On 08-24-84, the writer went to Belk's Department Store and cbtained a

of Darran Haile which was made on 11-04-83. Mr. Haile had been charged with assault
on a female in the parking lot of Hapes Mall. 'me;imotogrqhmputwithﬁvé.

other photographs with the same general physical features as Mr, Haile. Ms.

viewed the lineup and pointed out Mr. Haile's photograph. She stated that she

thinks there is a qood possibility this is the subject who raped her, Ms. |

stated that she would prefer to see Mr. Haile in person before she could be px

2

The writer has been unable to locate Mr. Haile as of this date.
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WINSTON-SALEM, N. C.

POLICE DEPARTMENT Supplement Report

2 COWLMM’AN' I VICTIM S OFFENSE OR tNC DENT 2 ROUTING -
ERSKINE, Linda Southern First Degree Rape eone g
A COMPLAINANT'S ADDRAFSS & DATE OF COGINAL %CIDENT "!
1300 Brookstown Avenue, Apartment #4 06-14~84 :
7 YALUE AND TYFE OF PROPEATY STOLEN DA RECOVERED - "‘ MILTIFLE CLEAR UP ® FAGE NO a 5

. ] res & we 1 Lhn
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27 On 08-22-84, the writer received the following information on Darren Hale.
. Hdle's driver's license expired on 01-27-84. On 03-26-84, Mr. Hale

applied for a New Jersey driver's license, At that time he gave his home address

ag 1840 Teaneck Road, Teancck, New Jersey.

The writer contacted Detective Mike Danyo of the Teaneck Police Department. The

writer gave Mr. Danyo the above information. He went to 1840 Teaneck Road to try

to locate the suspect. Detective Danyo advised the writer that Ida Smith lived at

that address and that she advised him no one by the name of Darren Hile had ever

lived there. Ms. Smith had lived at the address for at least the past year.

Detective Danyo advised the writer that he had run Mr. Hdle's name through their

computer system and was unable to came up with any information on him. Detective

On 09-12-84, the writer attempted to contact Ms. Erskine at Clemmons Construction

Company. The writer was advised that Ms. Erskine had quit her job and left town.

The writer then went to 1300 Brookstown Avenue, Apartment 4, and attamwpted to contact

Ms. Erskine. The writer was advised by Ms, Erskine's landlord, Ms. Vestal, that

Ms. Erskine had moved aporoximately a week and a half ago. Ms. Vestal advised the

writer that Ms. Erskine did not leave a forwarding address. She stated that it was

ruored that Ms. Erskine and her boyfriend, Kenneth Coffev, were moving to Ashenille,

however, she did not know the exact locaticn. Ms. Vestal gave the writer a telephone

mumber where Ms. Erskine's rmother, Eleancr Southern, could be contacted. The number

is 765-913]).

p
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POLICE DEPARTMENT Supplement Report

3 COMPLAINANT 7 VIETIM B OF 0 EREE OM INCIDEMT 1 ROUTING - -
ERSKINE, Linda Southern First Degree Rape foms e s ‘g‘
4 COMPLAINANTS ADDRESS T & DATL OF HRIGINAL INCIDE N 2 ¢
1300 Brookstown Avenue 06-14-84 ooz
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27 On 09-13-84, the writer called Ms. Erskine's mother. Ms. Southern advised
the writer that her daughter had left town and did not tell her where she was
moving to. Ms. Southern stated that she probably would not hear fram Linda and
that she was not aware that Linda had reported that she had been raped in June.
Ms. Southern stated that she would advise Linda that the writer was trying to con~
tact her if Linda called; however, Ms. Southern does not expect Linda to contact
her. Ms, Southern stated that she would advise the writer if she found out where
INVESTIGATICN CONTINUING
ra ‘rL\“
Fooid
7 mErmRTing A Tigen SRR T T30 5TATUS temEck OnEs Er;':..... 3 _,-._-;,;:.g:; O”“C"" ie MEEEMALG TO
T. H. Hicks 830-2117 ) ceeanconr amnist N senvces
39 ALCOND OF FICER COOL N1t 1 AvISON AFALD VNG CODE WO 12 HEVEWE R cont No 34 DATE OF THIE AE#ORT
LAY o (Y 09-17~84/dsb

28-4200-220-1




WINSTON-SALEM, N. C.

LICE DEPARTMENT Supplement Report

3. COMPLAINANTY / \"al” 5 OF FENEE OR INCIDENT 1 ROUTING -
COrMEs T ‘
ERSKINE, LINDA SOUTHERN 1ST DEGREE RAPE §
& COMPLAINANTS ADDRESS & DATE OF ORiGINAL INCIDENT ;
1300 Brookstown Ave. 6/14/84 z
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[T
3 ves Bl wo 1 &
TVEM WO, 37 in
On 10/3/84 the writer again contacted Miss Erskine's mother, Eleanor Erskine.
She stated that she had not heard anything from Linda, Mrs. Erskine is not

expecting Linda to call her or to let her know where she is living. She has no way

to get in touch with her or to find out where she is. The writer contacted the

Asheville Police Dept. The writer talked with Sqt. Williams of the Detective Division,

Sgt, wWilliams adyvised the writer that he had checked the power company, the water

department, and every available source of information that the police department has.

Sqt. Williams advised the writer that he had met with negative results, The writer

nad advised Lind Kire al his investigation if sl 1, cf 3 1 o}

or got a telephone to contact the writer and leave a forwarding address or phone number

 where she ¢ould be contacted, Miss Erskine has not done thisz. Misg Feskine was

aware that the writer was attempting to locate Darren Hale so that he could be put. . .

in_a physical linewp. MWMiss Erskine.moved and did not leave the writer any way . to. ...

contact her.
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WINSTON-SALEM, N. C.

POLICE DEPARTMENT SUPPLEMENT REPORT
COMPLAINANT / VICTIM OFFENSE / INCIDENT >
COFFEY, Linda Southern First Degree Sexual Assault B

th
=

COMPLAINANT’S ADDRESS ORIGINAL DATE o
1102 Apt. C Salem Valley Rd. 06-14-84 PAGE: 1

I request the victim’s name be changed to reflect her new name, Linda

Southern Coffey.

On 04-17-96, I was assigned this case for follow-up investigation. This
case was re-opened due to a message left on the Police Department bulletin
board by Linda Coffey inquiring about her case which occurred in 1984. In
her message, Linda Coffey inguired about the status of the case and the
possibility that the person who raped her may have been the “second guy” in
the Deborah Sykes murder. I reviewed the entire investigative report which
was completed in 1984. I learned that Detective T. H. Hicks, who is now a
lieutenant with our Department, investigated this case and closedjié
Exceptionally Cleared after the victim disappeared from Winston-Salem.
Lieutenant Hicks had identified a possible suspect, Darren Haile, ‘é/M 01-
27-64. Lieutenant Hicks had shown two separate photographic line—ups to Ms.

Coffey which contained a photograph of Darren Haile. On each occasion, Ms.

Coffey stated that Darren Haile resembled the suspect who raped her but she

REPORTING OFFI ER / CODE # STATUS [~ OPEN [ ] INACTIVE REFERRED
R. L. Taylor/W 820-7472 [ 1 CBA [ ] EXCLR [ ] SR
SECOND OFFICER / CODE # SUPERVISOR/CODE | REVIEWER/CODE DATE
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WINSTON-SALEM, N. C.

POLICE DEPARTMENT SUPPLEMENT REPORT

COMPLAINANT / VICTIM OFFENSE / INCIDENT

COFFEY, Linda Southern First Degree Sexual Assault B
wh
Y
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requested to see Darren Haile in person before she made an identification.
Lieutenant Hicks was in the process of arranging an in-person line-up when

Ms. Coffey disappeared from Winston-Salem.
On 04-19-96 at 1520 hours, I left a message for Linda Coffey to call me.
On 04-22-96 at 1620 hours, I again left a message for Linda Coffey.

On 04-23-96 at 1630 hours, I talked with Linda Coffey and she made an

interview appointment for 04-26-96 at 1500 hours.

On 04-26-96 at 1500 hours, Detective T. L. Seabrooks and I went to 1102
Salem Valley Rd. Apt. C-2 and met with Ms. Coffey. We talked about:hér case
and the circumstances surrounding her disappearance in 1984. Mg. Coffey
stated that while this case was originally being investigated, shé‘married

Kenny Coffey and they moved to Asheville, N.C. where they stayed for three

REPORTING OFFIGER / CODE # STATUS [2-TOPEN [ ] INACTIVE REFERRED
R. L. Taylor 6-1 820-7472 |l 1 cmA [ ] BACLR [ 18R

SECOND OFFICER / CODE # SUPERVISOR/CODE | REVIEWER/CODE DATE
RlevingB820-1778 ; 06-10-96
oy ‘I 87 Q00 "79/’7,7




WINSTON-SALEM, N. C.

POLICE DEPARTMENT SUPPLEMENT REPORT

COMPLAINANT / VICTIM OFPENSE / INCIDENT

COFFEY, Linda Southern First Degree Sexual Assault &
th
-

COMPLAINANT/S ADDRESS ORIGINAL DATE 2

1102 Apt. C Salem Valley Rd. 06-14-84 PAGE: 3

years. They then moved to New Hampshire for one year. In 1988, she and her
husband separated and she moved back to Winston-Salem. In late 1988 or
early 1989, she entered counseling due to emotional problems related to
this case. She did not contact the police to continue the investigation
because she did not think anything could be done about it. Ms. Coffey
stated that recently, she began thinking about this case again. She sent a
message through the Police Department bulletin board because she has always
thought that the suspect who raped her may have been the other person

involved in the Deborah Sykes case.

I explained that Lieutenant Hicks had closed her case in 1984 because she,
Ms. Coffey had disappeared. Lieutenant Hicks tried in vain to locate Ms.
Coffey but was unsuccessful. I further explained that Lieutenant Hic#s had
participated in the investigation of the Deborah Sykes case. 1 told'Ms.
Coffey that I would discuss this case with Lieutenant Hicks and it'g

possible link to the Deborah Sykes case.
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INVESTIGATION CONTINUING
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On 04-24-96, I met with Lieutenant T. H. Hicks in reference to this
cagse. Lieutenant Hicks had reviewed this case and we talked about
the possible link between this case and the Deborah Sykes case
which was also investigated by Lieutenant Hicks. Lieutenant Hicks
informed me that during the investigation of the Sykes case, the
similarities between that case and this case were explored. The
line-up which included the possible suspect in this case, Darren
Haile was shown during the Sykes investigation. No witnesses in the
Sykes case identified Darren Haile as a suspect. Lieutenant Hicks
stated that it was determined that the person who attacked Linda

Coffey was not involved in the Deborah Sykes case.

On 06-21-96, I met with Assistant District Attorney Eric Saunders,
the prosecutor who worked on the Sykes case. I informed Mr.
saunders of Ms. Coffey’s concerns and he also agreed that there was
no relationship between the Sykes case and this case. He further
stated that even if a suspect were identified in the Coffey case,
he would not authorize any charges due to the amount of time

elapsed since it occurred and the lack of evidence.

ER/CODE# STATUS Vy;] OPEN [] INACTIVE REFERRED
E

{] cBA xClr [] SR [] UNFOUNDED

SECOND OFFTCER/CODE# |SUPERVISOR/CODE# £/ | REVIEWER/CODE | DATE

K.H. Blevins 820-1778£:927W¢7;7 07-19-96
/V [ v




WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.

POLICE DEPARTMENT SUPPLEMENT REPORT
COMPLAINANT/VICTIM OFFENSE/INCIDENT
COFFEY, Linda Southern Rape >
COMPLAINANT’S ADDRESS ORIGINAL DATE §
1102 Salem vValley Rd. Apt. C 06-14-84 PAGE: 2 ~
On 07-15-96, I spoke with Linda Coffey and informed her of the
conversations I had with Lieutenant Hicks and Mr. Saunders. I
explained Mr. Saunders’ decision concerning the prosecution of her
case. She stated that her main concern was the possibility that
there was a link between her case and the Sykes case. I reassured
her that all investigative avenues were pursued when the Sykes case
was investigated. She indicated she understood and appreciated the
work done on this case.
I request this case be CLOSED EXCEPTIONALLY CLEARED.
REPORTING O?%EER/CODE# STATUS [] OPEN [] INACTIVE REFERRED
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The above-named person has requested the release of information or photographs regarding the
referenced case. Release of this information may only be done with your authorization and
the approval of your supervisor. Please indicate below the specific information you are
authorizing to be released (i.e., entire report, specific portions of the report,

photographs, specific photographs, etc.). If photographs are being requested, you must
contact the Identification Section to view the contact sheet before having the actual photos

printed.

Signature of Officer

Signature of Supervisor
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-Winston-Salem Police Department SUPPLEMENT IR#
REPORT 435452 (1984)
Original Primary Victim Date of Original Report
R -14.
COFFEY, Linda Ruth Southern Erskine Original Officer UnivCode Number 06-14-84
Original Primary Crime/Incident Today's Date
First Dogree Sexual Assault M. C. Rowe 830-8202 1/28/2004

NOTE: This victim’'s name has been changed to Linda Erskine Coffey.

NOTE: This case was originally closed Inactive by former Det. T. H. Hicks on 10-16-84. | request

this case be re-opened and reassigned to this writer for follow-up investigation.

On 12-12-03, | met with Chief of Police Linda G. Davis and CID Captain J. L. Tesh. During this
meeting, the writer was assigned to work with Agents with the North Carolina State Bureau of
Investigation (SBI) regarding the Deborah Brotherton Sykes homicide investigation. Ms. Sykes
was found murdered on West End Bivd. in Winston-Salem on 08-10-84. (For further details of that

murder investigation, please refer to IR # 449402))

During the course of the follow-up investigation regarding Ms. Sykes, Willard Elliott Brown, B/M,
DOB 08-09-60, WSPD # 46845 was identified as a suspect. Willard Brown was charged with Ms.
Sykes' murder on 12-22-03.

As a result of this investigation, which began on 12-12-03, extensive media attention was drawn as
the Sykes homicide investigation has remained a high profile media case since 1984. As a result
of the media coverage of the recent arrest of Willard Brown, | talked with locai NBC affiliate WXIi
Channel 12 News anchorman and personal friend, Cameron Kent. Mr. Kent left several
messages, and when this writer had an opportunity to return his calls on 12-23-03 at 2210 hours,
Mr. Kent stated that as a result of the media coverage of the Sykes investigation and the recent
arrest of Willard Brown, he received (3) separate calls from a female caller who refused to leave
her name or call back number. The caller left him messages to the effect that she was raped in
June of 1984 at gunpoint. The caller reported that she was walking between the Integon Building
and the Public Library in downtown Winston-Salem at around 9 PM when the suspect approached
her and eventually raped her at gunpoint. The caller added that the suspect identified himself as

Reporting cer Name Unit/Code Number Supervisor Approving Unit/Code Number
M. C\ e 830-8202 J. L. Tesh 800-7477

Case Statu Case Disposition

COpen OClosed Cleared OUnfounded OPerson Located  OJuvenile/No Custody OExtradition Declined

Oinactive [Closed/lL.eads OCleared by Arrest CIRefused to Cooperate OProsecution Declined
Exhausted OCleared by Arrest/Other Agency OServices Rendered ODeath of Offender

Routing Referred To
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Original Primary Crime/Incident Today’s Date
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“Donnie”, and told her that he just got out of prison. The caller reported to Mr. Kent that as she
watched the news and the photograph of Willard Brown aired; she believed he was the person who
raped her. The caller reported to Mr. Kent that shortly after her rape, she moved and “the case
was dropped”. The caller told Mr. Kent that sometime later, she contacted the police and learned
that her case was closed and the evidence as well as her clothes had been destroyed. The caller
did not leave any way for Mr. Kent to return her calls. The caller advised Mr. Kent that watching
the breaking news stories has brought these unpleasant memories back, and she wanted
someone to know her belief that Willard Brown was her attacker. The caller reported to Mr. Kent
that her impression of the photograph on television was the same suspect with a now fuller face
and aged appearance. Mr. Kent advised this writer that Channel 12 has only aired the photograph
of Willard Brown as he appeared in court, not any arrest or ‘mug-shot’ photographs. Mr. Kent
assured this writer that if he had the opportunity to talk with this caller, he would encourage her to
call this writer to discuss her case in detail. The writer thanked Mr. Kent for his information. Mr.
Kent stated that he would not use any of this information for a story stating that he provided this

information to the writer for the police to foI|ow—Up on properly.

As a result of the arrest of Willard Brown, | began an extensive background history of all crimes
Willard Brown has been listed as a suspect in by this department over the years. | also requested
personnel from our Crime Analysis Unit to review all unsolved sexually related crimes during the
period of time when Willard Brown was not in the custody of the North Carolina Department of

Corrections.

Also, departmental employees in the Crime Analysis Unit and in the Police Records Division were
aware of this writer's investigation of Willard Brown and all related rape investigations where he

may be a suspect.

Reporting Officer Name Unit/Code Number Supervisor Approving Unit/Code Number

M. (] 830-8202 J. L. Tesh 800-7477
Case Statué\ Case Disposition
OOpen {OClosed Cleared Ounfounded OPerson Located  [Juvenile/No Custody DExtradition Declined
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Exhausted OCleared by Arrest/Other Agency OServices Rendered ODeath of Offender
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As a result of this, on 12-31-03, Officer Chris Bullard who was working in a temporary assignment
in Police Records due to a job related injury contacted the writer. In that capacity, he had the
opportunity to work the public counter waiting on various members of the public answering
common questions, directing the public to the proper office, and providing copies of reports, if so
authorized. Once such request for a report was made by Winston-Salem Journal reporter Jessica
Guenzel. Ms. Guenzel completed an ‘Authorization for Release of Information’ request form
wanting a report for a First Degree Sexual Assault which occurred on 06-13-84, report number
435452, This request was for “the complete narrative of this report, or as much of it as we can get
for a story about the need for closure for rape victims to accompany an interview with the victim in
this case.” Ms. Guenzel told Officer Bullard that she received an email from the victim, and the
victim now believes that based on the media coverage of the recent arrest of Willard Brown, she
now believes that Willard Brown is the person who raped her. Ms. Guenzel also told Officer
Bullard that the “police just dropped the case . . . got rid of the evidence .. .” and other similar

. comments. Officer Bullard advised that he provided Ms. Guenzel with the pubic access copy of the

- information pertaining to this investigation; however, the remaining portions of the report would

have to be authorized by this writer.

This request was forwarded to this writer as the last investigating Officer (former Det. T. H. Hicks)
has now retired. Police records personnel are aware this writer is now investigating all possible
rapes or sexual assaults during the time frame of this report: therefore, this request was forwarded

to this writer for release authorization.

The writer then obtained a complete copy of this report. In reviewing the report, Ms. Erskine [name
then] reported her rape occurred on 06-13-84 beginning at 2100 hours, and ended on 06-14-84 at
0331 hours being held captive and raped repeatedly during that entire time frame at several
different locations in downtown Winston-Salem. Ms. Erskine reported that the suspect approached

Reporting Officer Name Unit/Code Number Supervisor Approving Unit/Code Number
M. we 830-8202 J.L. Tesh 800-7477
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her as she walked on 5" Street. The suspect pointed a handgun at her and directed her to comply
with his commands. Ms. Erskine then performed oral sex on the suspect, then vaginal intercourse
several different times between the above-mentioned time frames. Ms. Erskine advised that
sometime around 0331 hours on 06-14-84, she was able to walk away from the suspect and
escape. Ms. Erskine stated that suspect told her that his name was “Donny”, and that he was
going to kill her. Ms. Erskine described the suspect as a B/M, 25 years old, 5'3" to 5'5” tall, 120
pounds with hollow cheeks, a slim build with a thin moustache and a thin beard who was wearing
jeans, a ring on his left ring finger, and who was carrying a red and white towel which was wrapped

around the gun.

According to the original report, Ms. Erskine’s boyfriend, Kenneth Coffey, also saw the B/M who
originally approached them asking if they wanted to buy drugs. Ms. Erskine was transported to
Forsyth Memorial Hospital where a rape kit was completed. Ms. Erskine did complete a composite

drawing of the suspect, a copy of which is in the case file.

Former Det. T. H. Hicks was assigned to follow-up on this investigation of the rape and kidnapping
of Ms. Erskine. No suspects were ever developed in this case. Ms. Erskine relayed the events to
Det. Hicks in detail. Ms. Erskine added that the suspect held a gun to her head when he had
vaginal intercourse with her as she lay on the cement sidewalk. Ms. Erskine told Det. Hicks that
the suspect threatened to shoot her if she did not comply with his demands. Ms. Erskine told Det.
Hicks that the suspect walked her to the cement wall behind Crystal Towers and had sexual
intercourse with her there as well. During this sexual encounter, the suspect took her bra and put
her bra down into his pants telling her that he was keeping her bra to fantasize about it. The
suspect also told her that he was married to a white woman and they just had an argument over
his wife being in bed with another man. The suspect informed her that his name was “Donnie” and
that he Iiv/ed in Oldtown, that he killed three men before, and that killing her would not matter to
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him. The suspect then told her to leave before he decided to kil her. Ms. Erskine then reported

the rape to the police.

Det. Hicks showed Ms. Erskine a photograph of a possible suspect on 08-02-84, and no

identification was made.

On 09-12-84, Det. Hicks attempted to locate Ms. Erskine at her employment and learned that she
quit and left no forwarding address. Det. Hicks then went to her last listed residence and learned
from her landlord that she moved out and left no forwarding address. Det. Hicks then contacted
Ms. Erskine’s mother who stated she did not know where Ms. Erskine moved to, and she had no
way to contact her. On 10-03-84, Det. Hicks again checked with Ms. Erskine’s mother and she did
not have any forwarding information or anyway to contact Ms. Erskine. Based on the fact that Ms.
Erskine moved and did not leave anyone a forwarding address or telephone number, Det. Hicks

closed this investigation Inactive on 10-16-84.

It should be noted that upon reviewing the initial investigation, the rape kit and the clothes were
collected during the original investigation. None of these items were submitted to the SBI Crime
Lab as no suspect was developed for the evidence to be compared to, and without a suspect,
examination of this evidence was not possible, according to the guidelines at the SBI Crime Lab.
Also, within the WSPD departmental guidelines at the time, all of this evidence has since been

destroyed.

Based on reviewing this report and the related facts surrounding this incident, the writer and SBI
Special Agent (S/A) Williams decided to locate and interview this victim regarding this case. The
writer determined this victim to now be using the name Linda Southern Coffey, and determined her
current address to be 1102 Salem Valley Road, Apartment C-2, Winston-Salem, NC.

Reportin fﬁéter Name Unit/Code Number Supervisor Approving Unit/Code Number
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On 01-07-04 at 1400 hours, S/A Williams and this writer interviewed Ms. Coffey at her residence.
Ms. Coffey provided the same information as reported in the original report. Ms. Coffey admitted
she called Cameron Kent at WXII Channel 12 news and left messages for him, but she did not
provide her call back number. Ms. Coffey also advised that she emailed the Winston-Salem
Journal and reported what has been previously discussed. Ms. Coffey then provided this writer
with copies of the email she sent to the Winston-Salem Journal, as well as a response from
Winston-Salem Journal reporter Paul Garber. (Copies of these emails are in this writer's case file.)
Ms. Coffey stated that after seeing Willard Brown's photograph on television and in the newspaper,

she was 90 % certain that he was her attacker.

In reference to Mr. Garber's request to talk with her in person, she elected not to meet with him
prior to our interview, as she did not feel up to that. Ms. Coffey stated that years ago, she called
the police department and learned the evidence and her clothes were destroyed and she knew that
if a suspect was ever identified, any possible evidence had been destroyed. She added that she
felt she needed to “get the word out” believing Willard Brown is her suspect, and Darryl Hunt was
unjustly convicted. The writer then explained to her that according to the best records of the North
Carolina Department of Corrections, Willard Brown was released from custody on 06-14-84,
therefore, he could not have kidnapped and raped her on 06-13-84. Ms. Coffey was relieved to
know Willard Brown was likely eliminated as the suspect in her case, but disappointed as another
rapist was “on the loose” in Winston-Salem. Ms. Coffey had no additional information to report.

It should be noted that this writer informed Cameron Kent that the person (no name given) who left
him several messages has been identified, and it appears Willard Brown is not the suspect in that

incident.
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‘Winston-Salem Police Department

Original Primary Victim

COFFEY, Linda Ruth Southern Erskine

SUPPLEMENT

REPORT

IR¥#
435452 (1984)

Qriginal Officer

Original Primary Crime/Incident
First Degree Sexual Assault

M. C. Rowe

Unit/Code Number

830-8202

Date of Orlginal Report
06-14-84

Today’s Date
1/28/2004

it should also be noted that the request for release of this report to the Winston-Salem Journal has

been denied.

The writer has no other suspect information or leads to pursue in regards to this investigation. The

writer now requests this case be closed INACTIVE.

/

Reportin er Name
M. C. L]

Unit/Code Number
830-8202

Supervisor Approving

J. L. Tesh

Unit/Code Number
800-7477
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