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The Legacy Planning Process

Scattered residential development. Downtown
deterioration. Traffic congestion and air pollution. Loss
of farmland and open space. Escalating public costs for
infrastructure and services. What do all these things
have in common? They are all the unintended conse
guences of our current growth patterns. These growth
patterns - low density residential development away
from older developed areas; separation of jobs, shop-
ping and civic land uses from residential areas; almost
total dependence on the automobile to get from one
place to another - are what some critics call sprawl.
Though supportive of growth, people are beginning to
guestion the economic, social and environmental costs
of these development patterns. A recent national poll by
the Pew Research Center revealed that the complex
issues of sprawl, growth, traffic and lack of infrastructure
are top concerns of the American public, ranking highly
along with crime and education issues. There is a grow
ing feeling that we need to do a better job of planning
for future growth and development or the high quality of
life that we currently enjoy may be in jeopardy.

The City-County Planning Board is one of the
organizations in our community charged with planning
for our future. Under State law, the Planning Board is
mandated to "prepare and adopt a general develop-
ment plan for the entire city and county area." In 1995,
the Planning Board initiated a community-wide planning
process to begin work on a new plan now called The
Legacy Comprehensive Plan To guide the process, the
Planning Board appointed a 21-member Legacy
Citizens Steering Committee whose members (realtors,
neighborhood representatives, educators, home
builders, attorneys, farmers, etc.) reflected the diverse
interests in Forsyth County.

The Legacy Citizens Steering Committee
employed a goal setting process called "visioning" as the

first step in preparing the new comprehensive plan.
Visioning is simply a process by which a community
describes the future it wants and then plans how to
achieve it. After conducting a number of visioning meet
ings with the public, the Citizens Steering Committee
appointed more than 100 volunteers from all across the
county to eight Focus Groups. These groups developed
vision statements in the following areas for the year 2015:

* Managing Growth and Development
Transportation Options
Economic Vitality and Environmental Quality
Building Better Neighborhoods
Community Life
The Future of Downtown
Community Character
Active Citizenship and Accountable Government

In each subject area, the charge to the Focus
Groups was to answer these questions: Where are we
now? Where are we headed if nothing changes?
Where do we want to be? How do we get there?

Work on the community vision, called “Forsyth
County Tomorrow” was completed in 1997 and it was
subsequently adopted by Forsyth County and all eight
municipalities. The goals in this vision served as the
basis for the policies and action agenda contained in
The Legacy Comprehensive PlanDrafts of the plan ben-
efitted from the input and ideas of people who attended
general public meetings as well as review by numerous
groups and organizations. This is a plan that has had
considerable public input. The Legacy Comprehensive
Plan was formally recommended by the City-County
Planning Board for approval to all the elected bodies in
Forsyth County in March 2000.




