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Annual Project:
Collegiate Trust Talks
by Nina Walker
Every year, the College Advisory Board (CAB)
has an annual project called Collegiate Trust Talks. The
trust talks bring together the Winston-Salem PD as
well as students, police chiefs, officers, and administrators from Forsyth Tech, Salem College, UNCSA, Wake
Forest University, and WSSU to dive deep into honest
questions, concerns, and observations about the community. CAB works hard to pick an overhead topic tailored toward current events so everyone is able to
bring experiences they have witnessed or maybe even
been apart of to the table to talk about. The Trust Talks
become a space for everyone to speak freely and
openly about different subjects both in large groups
and small groups.

This year, CAB decided to bring to the table several topics that would be good for open discussion and
then allow the students to vote upon arrival about
which topic should be discussed throughout the night.
This year’s topic was based on race relations between
students and police both on and off campus. The
students, officers, and administrations put their heads
together to have productive and proactive conversations so that we can all work to change and improve
the relationship between students and police.
CAB is extremely proud of the outcome of this
year’s talks. With over 75 attendees, there has been a
tremendous amount of support, feedback, and action
taken in relation to this year’s talks. The goal is always
to advocate, encourage, and stand behind the community and the Collegiate Trust Talks is a large step in
doing so.

Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Prayer Breakfast
by Nina Walker and Maura
Wetzel
Every year, the Winston-Salem
Chronicle hosts an MLK Prayer
Breakfast, and every year both CAB
and YAC members are given the
chance to attend and show their
support. The breakfast includes, food, live music, and,
most importantly, a community of people gathered together to celebrate and reflect on the life and ideals
brought to us by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. There are
messages from ministers, gospel choirs, city officials,
and a keynote speaker. We have had the privilege of
being able to attend the breakfast two years in a row
and can say that this breakfast is special because of the
connection both the speakers and attendees strive to
make with the other people in
the room. The breakfast
brings people of all ages, backgrounds, and colors together
to break through the divisions
of our current world and celebrate and promote
unity.

Student Human Relations
Awards Banquet
by Alan LaMantia
The Human Relations Student Awards Banquet
was held at the Embassy Suites in Downtown WinstonSalem NC on February 28, 2019. The goal of the
Human Relations Department is to promote equal opportunity for all citizens and to provide channels of
communication among all ethnic groups. The purpose
of the banquet was to honor youth from the community

who exemplified stellar community service and advocated civil and equal rights for all people regardless of
their gender, race, physical abilities or religion. I attended this banquet as part of the College Advisory Board,
along with Matthew Cosgrove, Nina Walker, and Maura
Wetzel. The Youth Advisory Council also took part in
this banquet. Students from K-12 grade range are selected to receive an award based on outstanding community service and promoting positive things in and
around their schools. My college, Forsyth Tech, is a
sponsor of this awards banquet and the president, Dr.
Spriggs, was in attendance along with other administrators from the college and the Student Government Association President, Mallory Calfee. It is good to see
that the college I attend gives back to the community by
being a sponsor for this event. Forsyth Tech had two
students receive awards from the Early College and
Middle College. I also saw a classmate of mine, Ruby
Camacho, whose daughter, Melanie Camacho, received
an award. She attends Sedge Garden Elementary. Melanie’s mother, Ruby, is from Peru, she and her husband
were ecstatic for her to win this award. Ruby is currently in school at Forsyth Tech. When asked what this
award meant to Melanie’s parents they said, “They are
very excited and proud of her.” It is a reflection on parents, the ideals they have of compassion, inclusion and
community service. Melanie demonstrates her family’s
values and is a very diligent student. She is also in the
All County Corus and does the news in the mornings at
Sedge Garden. Melanie wishes to become a game designer in the future. All the students awarded at this
banquet were deserving and show characteristics of a
leader. They are people who give back to the community with passion. It was an exciting and fun event to participate in.
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