YGA Grant Celebration

Bishop—Robert Ganzert
Calvary Baptist—Hunter Dameworth,
Wynter Guess
Early College—Isabella Rieco (Chair)
Glenn High School—Nuri Park
Kennedy High School—Makiya Stewart,
Abdull Mosley
Middle College—Camryn Bounds-Hutchens
(Historian)
Mount Tabor—Matthew Powell,
Jaya Mishra
North Forsyth —Karla Galino-Martinez,
Nigel Tramber
Paisley—Avionna Burns, Marc Bertoni
(Secretary)
Parkland High—Kirsten Smith (Vice-Chair)
Reagan High—Christian Avy
RJ Reynolds High—Campbell Turner
Salem Academy—Jenna Barnes, Lillian Giles
Walkertown High—Logan Carter
West Forsyth—Natalia Ortiz
Winston-Salem Prep—Keith Watson,
JaLisa Lumpkin

Jaya Mishra
The YGA or Youth Grantmakers Action had its celebration program on April 26th . It was incredible celebration of
the youth of Winston Salem, so many unique groups came
together to appreciate the initiatives of the other groups.
The YGA gave eight grants to different organizations who
went through a long and intense application process. After
hard work and interviews, the Youth Grantmakers made
their decisions about which grants to give. Each group that
received a grant was present at the celebration and shared
the motives for the grant. While each group had a different
project, everyone who received a grant was so appreciative
for the gift they were given.
The East Forsyth Key Club is using their grant to host a
spaghetti dinner to raise money for summer program
equipment. A Fine Arts group will use their money to showcase the talents of local youth. Nutritional information will
be given to the youth
thanks to a grant given to the Grace Church Youth and Ministry group. Reagan Black Achievers will use the money to
hose a leadership event for elementary school students.
Reagan Black Male Achievers are using the grant to provide
a scholarship for a senior member of the club. THEFTA will
raise scholarship funds by hosting an awards gala with
money granted by YGA. Top Teens of America are hosting a
community walk with the money for the purpose of raising
awareness about St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. Last but not
least, the Youth Advisory Council was granted $500 for our
annual project. This project is to assemble care packages
for the children of the National Guard.
This celebration was a great event that highlighted the
great youth of Winston Salem. The inspiration and motivation was contagious with goal-oriented committees trying
to make a change. We appreciate the YGA’s commitment to
helping each group reach their goals.

City Council Visit

Student Human Relations Banquet

Christian Avy

On Monday, March 6, 2017, the Winston-Salem
Youth Advisory Council attended a City Council
meeting. While that doesn't exactly sound like an
outstanding way to spend a Monday night when
you're a high school student who has homework
piling up, I thought the meeting was a great learning
experience. We all got to see how our local government works to solve disputes between citizens, and
that was pretty interesting.
The majority of issues that we saw presented at
this particular meeting dealt with zoning laws and
attempting to gain access to new property rights. At
one point some drama unfolded as a man trying to
have his property rezoned and to be allowed to
redevelop the buildings on it, became contested by
two men from the homeowner's association of the
neighborhood the properties were in. The HOA
Representatives' argument primarily revolved
around how they believed the man wasn't taking
proper care of the property and that a
redevelopment would hurt the look of the
neighborhood. It was pretty clear that the two
parties knew each other well and had some conflicts
in the past, as some shady, seemingly personal
remarks were thrown from both directions.
We had to leave before the dispute was settled,
so I'm not entirely sure how it ended up, but I can
only imagine whoever lost went down with a fight.
All in all, I found the experience to be pretty
interesting and I'm looking forward to the next
chance we get to go.

Robert Ganzert
The
37th
Annual
Student Human Relations
Awards Banquet was held
this year on February
16th, at the Embassy
Suites in the Grand
Pavilion. The program
honors students who show
outstanding responsibility,
good work habits, and
work in the community. These students are handed
an award along with a description of their services.
The city officials then congratulate these inspiring
students for their work in the community.
Youth Advisory Council members helped out by
ushering and coordinating the program. They
helped the event run smoothly by directing the
awardees to their needed places. Also, Isabelle
Rieco represented the Youth Advisory Council and
spoke about the inspiring awardees. She also helped
honor Mayor Pro Tempore Vivian H. Burke for her
commitment for the youth in Winston-Salem. We
appreciate all of the hours of service the award
recipients have put into the City of Winston-Salem.

NC State Youth Conference

In the fall of 2014, Isabella Rieco and Abdull
Mosley attended their first State Youth
Conference. They were both sophomores and were
new members of the Winston-Salem Youth Advisory
Council. Over the past three years, they have both
represented YAC at every conference they were able
to attend.
With both of
them as seniors, they were
able to attend their last
conference this spring, in
Concord, NC. They enjoyed
seeing friends they made
over the past few years. They
were also happy to be able to exchange contact
information
with
other
statewide
Youth
Council members in order to keep in touch after
graduation.

City Council
Mayor: Allen Joines; Vivian H. Burke, Mayor Pro Tempore, Northeast Ward; Denise D. Adams, North Ward; Dan Besse,
Southwest Ward; Robert C. Clark, West Ward; John Larson, South Ward; Jeff MacIntosh, Northwest Ward;
Derwin L. Montgomery, East Ward; James Taylor, Jr., Southeast Ward; City Manager: Lee D. Garrity

Human Relations Department Staff
Wanda Allen-Abraha, JD, Human Relations Department Director; Tonya McPhatter, Admin. Asst./Intake;
Jayme Waldeck, Specialist/Outreach; Adolfo Briceño, Specialist/Hispanic Outreach; Jelani Biggs, Specialist

