International Village Food and
Music Festival

Bishop—Robert Ganzert
Calvary Baptist—Hunter Dameworth,
Wynter Guess
Early College—Isabella Rieco (Chair)
Glenn High School—Nuri Park
Kennedy High School—Makiya Stewart,
Abdull Mosley
Middle College—Camryn Bounds-Hutchens
(Historian)
Mount Tabor—Matthew Powell,
Jaya Mishra
North Forsyth —Karla Galino-Martinez,
Nigel Tramber
Paisley—Avionna Burns, Marc Bertoni
(Secretary)
Parkland High—Kirsten Smith (Vice-Chair)
Reagan High—Christian Avy
RJ Reynolds High—Campbell Turner
Salem Academy—Jenna Barnes, Lillian Giles
Walkertown High—Logan Carter
West Forsyth—Natalia Ortiz
Winston-Salem Prep—Keith Watson,
JaLisa Lumpkin

March for Homeless Children

Robert Ganzert and
Jaya Mishra
International
Village is a great
community
event
that our Winston
Salem Youth Advisory Council (YAC) is
able to take part in.
Our city’s cultural groups come together in downtown
Winston-Salem to showcase their talents and traditions.
With live performances and numerous (food and merchandise) vendors, the Winston-Salem community is able to
enjoy the diversity that surrounds us. There is an art contest
every year for WSFCS students to showcase their artistic
abilities. 19 different entertainment groups, of all races and
ages, performed on stage this year!
YAC members volunteered in the annual International
Village. We raised money from sponsoring kids’ activities
and
assisting
in
the
sales
of
the
event’s
merchandise. Mugs, t-shirts, and cups were all available for
sale at the event. Kids were able to express themselves via
coloring pictures, using chalk, playing on the bouncy houses,
and getting stickers and temporary tattoos. The bouncy
houses in particular were a huge hit amongst the kids.
International Village is a great community event that allows
YAC to work with all of the cultures in our area. This event
also spreads cultural awareness, and provides education of
various other cultures that can be found right here in our
community. Our volunteers had a positive experience and
enjoyed working with these kids. YAC loves to be a part of
this awesome event!

Matthew Powell
This past year’s March for Homeless Children was a great
experience. It was amazing to see all the people in Winston-Salem show up
and give their support. There were tons of families and they were all
excited to see the different groups in the parade. The weather was perfect
and added to the Christmas spirit already in the air. Being able to be a part
of the parade, spread Christmas spirit, and walk for a good cause was a
truly exciting way to spread awareness.

Dear YAC'ians

Stand Up! Step Up!

Christian Avy
The Stand Up! Step Up! Anti-Bullying Walk was
held on the very rainy Saturday morning of
October 10th, 2016. The walk took place at the
BB&T Ballpark, home of the Winston-Salem Dash
baseball team. Everyone started off by grouping up
with their respective school or organization after
signing in and being given an orange wristband with
the Stand Up! Step Up! logo on it. I was attending the
event with the Friends Of Rachel club at Reagan
High School. Before too long everyone got set and
ready to go and the event staff informed us of
several different classes we could attend to learn
more about the cause we were walking for. What I
gathered from the experience was primarily the
understanding that bullying comes in many more
forms than just physical coercion into handing over
lunch money. Bullying in reality is much more
elusive and hard to see, be it over the internet or in
person. Bullying can often go unnoticed by most
because of how we can easily pass it off as joking or
messing around, but we can never tell how the
targeted person really feels.
After the classes everyone regrouped at the start
line to begin the walk. The walk was originally supposed to last for five laps around the ballpark, but
due to the increasingly heavy rain, mostly
everyone decided to leave after about one or two
laps. And so concluded my experience at the Stand
Up! Step Up! Anti-Bullying walk. However, I know
that what I learned there will stick with me, and
hopefully others, for a long time to come.

Isabella Rieco
Being able to experience
YAC from the position of the
Chair really makes one
appreciate how important and
caring this program is. Looking
back on my first days, the
eagerness and excitement still
runs the same through me and
through all of the faces that I
see in each event. Whether it's
SYC conferences, community
projects, or meetings, every member is always
thinking of different ways YAC can improve and
help anything around us. Each member's concerns
and passions show through our work.
Last year, we had a festival honoring
Everyone Matters Day here in Winston-Salem. To
be able to organize and work with so many people
to pull something off that big, it was amazing. I
remember looking around and seeing everyone
else feeling so proud of what we did, at the impact
we made, and the excitement for the next year to
come. Those are the moments that I will hold onto
the most as Chair.
I was able to maintain the responsibility and
dedication needed so that YAC can perform at its
potential. I know that YAC will be in good hands
with any Chair, since we all share the same diligence and growing appreciation towards this program.
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