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Tu Comunidad Liasion

Adolfo Briceno
If you have any suggestions for a
featured service or program, please
contact Adolfo Briceno, Human
Relations Specialist, at 336.734.1225.

The First WSBIC Pipeline
Approximately a dozen people attended the first Winston-Salem BIC Pipeline
(WSBIC Pipeline) meeting that took place
the 11th of July, 2017 at World Relief
headquarters in downtown WinstonSalem.
The WSBIC Pipeline is a series of information sessions designed to give refugees, recent immigrants, and newcomers
general knowledge and officials’ contact
information regarding everyday issues
related to health, hospitals, schools, police,
housing, legal services and transportation,
among others.
The idea is to provide generic guidelines as to how these systems work and the
logic they are built upon so that newcomers will become familiar with daily services and use them to ease their transition
into their new country .

These information sessions were instantly
translated into Arabic, Swahili, Amharic, Tigrinya and Spanish for the participants.
The first WSBIC Pipeline meeting was
well received by those who attended. One of
them, a refugee from El Salvador, commented
after the information session, that “It’s information that I know I’m going to need. And if
I need to ask for help, they will give it to me.”
Another participant from Africa mentioned that the information he received will be
useful because it will keep his mind occupied
“on what you are supposed to be doing.”
After surviving armed conflicts, civil unrest, and catastrophe the priorities for many of
the new arrivals is to rebuild their lives and
work toward a legacy of assets they can offer
their children so that their future will be
bright and prosperous. The WSBIC Pipeline
is a small contribution toward this goal.
Allen Joines, the Mayor of WinstonSalem, said it best when he stated that “I can
understand this is a very difficult and perhaps
frightening experience for you. And so our
intention today and going forward is to make
you feel welcomed in our community.”
The next WSBIC Pipeline information
session will take place on November 2, 2017
in a place to be determined. You can find
more information by going to wsbic.com

2017 International Village Food and
Music Festival
The fourth annual International Village Food and Music
Festival took take place on September 9, 2017 at Corpening
Plaza (231 W 1st St, Winston-Salem) amid good weather and
with approximately 5,000 attendees.
The attendees were able to enjoy a naturalization ceremony,
where approximately 20 new residents were sworn-in as new
Americans. There was also a plethora of international and cultural menu options, including Mexican, Thai, Jamaican, and
traditional American cuisine. For those with a sweet tooth,
there was also shaved ice, funnel cakes, and flan among other
items.
The cultural performance stage showcased dancers, singers,
musicians, and drummers from diverse cultures, such as martial
arts exhibitions, an Ethiopian Fashion Show, Zumba classes,
Chinese dancing, traditional Mexican dancing, and Asian folk
dances. All performances highlighted the presence of the many
cultures that are represented in the city in an environment of
celebration and understanding.
The festival closed with the performance of West End
Mambo, an accomplished Hispanic American band that plays
Latin rock. This performance was followed by a traditional
Japanese celebration called Lanterns of Hope, sponsored by the
Forsyth County Library, which symbolizes world peace. In this
particular instance, a moment of silence and contemplation was
also offered to the survivors of Hurricane Harvey in Texas and
of Hurricane Irma in Florida. The Chinese School also sold
flowers to raise funds to be donated to the victims.
The International Village Food and Music Festival continues to grow each year and is becoming a fun place to showcase
the international presence of Winston-Salem residents and all
the diverse talents they have to offer for the betterment of our
community.

Finally, we are appreciative of a record number of community corporate sponsors, including the Winston-Salem Journal,
ABC 45/My 48, Yes! Weekly, WTOB Radio, Mia Magazine,
Hanes Brands, Reynolds American, Krispy Kreme, AT&T,
Bojangle's, Deuterman Law, a/perture, and the Hispanic
League. We also are proud of the support of local government
sponsors, including the Office of the Mayor, the WinstonSalem Recreation and Parks Department, the Winston-Salem
Marketing and Communications Department, the WinstonSalem Transit Authority, Winston-Salem Police Department,
the Winston-Salem Community Development Department, the
Winston-Salem Sanitation Department, City/County Utilities,
the Forsyth County Library, and City Link.

