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Winston-Salem Youth Advisory Council

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR
Dear fellow YAC representatives,

INTERNATIONAL VILLAGE
By Celeste Colato
International Village is an annual event that took place
at Corpening Plaza, in Winston-Salem. Individuals from
cultures across the world come together and showcase
arts, foods, and traditions to those attending the
festival. Our Youth Advisory Council (YAC) attends
every year and helps the festival in different ways. This
year, YAC volunteers were able to hand out flyers and
enjoy the rest of the festival. Events that allow
individuals to present their cultures, such as
International Village, give everyone opportunities to
learn more about global cultures and diversity.

19-20 Youth Advisory Council
Atkins High- Simran Vadgama & Sasha Sagar
Bishop McGuiness- Sunita Agarwala & Daniel Cancro
Carver High- Ashley Bondurant & Andres Mariche Garcia
Early College- Jacob Taylor & James Taylor
East Forsyth- Easton Matthews & Catherine King
Forsyth Country Day- Halle Kincaid & Catherine Young
Glenn High- Jajhayra Fonceca-Roque & Skylar Peddle
Kennedy HS- Samuel Gray &
Yvette Yoandra Munoz-Sandoval
Middle College- Natalia Adamah & Sean Kirby
Mt. Tabor- Montgomery Moore & Yasmine Saad
North Forsyth- Celeste Colato
Paisley- Brooke Lackey & Cameron Allen
Parkland- Shaanty Santos White & Jaliza Jimenez
Reagan High- Aidan McCarthy & Vera Kamm
Reynolds- Addison Truzy & Tamara Smith
Salem Academy- Caitlin Kinnamon
Walkertown- John Tzintzun & Melody Jackson
Winston-Salem Prep- Porsche Smith & Tamara Mitchell

I truly feel honored to have been elected
chair of this council. After having served on it
for three years, I’m glad I will have the
opportunity to give back, and I hope to provide
you all the same leadership and support past
chairs provided me.
I still remember people like Campbell
Turner and Marc Bertoni vividly, and the
welcoming environment created through their
ability to make everyone feel like part of the
group, first-years and veterans alike. I will
aspire to create a similar experience for you.
This year is already shaping up to be a
great one. We’ve moderated a televised race
relations forum, taken part in Forsyth
Promise’s student equity discussion, planned
our State Youth Conference, and are in the
running for grants to fund our annual project
to improve youth mental health and combat
the vaping epidemic. I’m confident that we’ll be
successful in our efforts.
I also hope that we build on YAC’s role as
an instrument of change. As leaders of diverse
student bodies and communities, we have a
duty to advocate for their interests to those in
power, especially when we have their ears. We
love our city, and as representatives, we must
be willing to stand up for those who need us
by working to improve it. This year, in addition
to helping our communities through our
outreach and participation, I challenge you to
identify issues in your community and raise
them to YAC and the City Council. It’s a lot to
ask, but you know your community best, and it
needs you.
Best wishes,
Aidan McCarthy
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YAC/CAB ORIENTATION

OUR ANNUAL PROJECT!

By Brooke Lackey

By Porsche Smith

Our first meeting on September 24, 2019
was our orientation for both YAC and CAB,
the Youth Advisory Council and College
Advisory Board, of Winston-Salem. We
started off our year with a warm welcome
from Advisor Wanda Allen-Abraha and CoAdvisor Jayme Waldek. After a quick
icebreaker, YAC veterans led sections of
the meeting, including Porsche Smith,
discussing the expectations of being a
YAC member, and Aiden McCarthy,
discussing past annual projects. We were
treated with pizza and were free to talk
with others, starting the new friendships
that YAC brings every year.

This year’s annual project, YAC's Mental
Health Pact, is focused on teen violence and
vaping under the umbrella of mental health.
As representatives on behalf of our peers, we
find that teen violence and vaping is an
everyday occurrence. Unfortunately, there are
not enough resources in the Winston-Salem
community to aid teenagers in the effects of
the involvement of these activities. Nearly
28% of high school students reported usage
of e-cigarettes according to the source,
Vox.com. The presence of teen crime is
shown in drug-related instances, lower level
assaults, gang-related activities, and many
offenses. YAC believes the best way to tackle
both epidemics is by starting at the
backbone, mental health. Our hope is to
spread awareness of these issues in WinstonSalem and beyond to protect our
communities.

PUBLIC RELATIONS TEAM

RACE RELATIONS FORUM
By Aidan McCarthy

CAMERON ALLEN
CELESTE COLATO
DANIEL CANCRO
BROOKE LACKEY

In September, I had the opportunity to co-moderate the Student Race Relations Forum, put on by the
Human Relations Department. A diverse group of students discussed issues facing their schools, ranging
from stereotyping and bias from adults, to student self-segregation. Even though the group of students
had just met, they very quickly became comfortable with each other, finding that their experiences were
ones shared by many others in our school district. In attendance were several from the Human Relations
Department and leaders in the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County School District. Their attendance was
crucial, as they were able to hear from a group of students of color directly about the problems they faced
in a school district struggling with issues of equity and inclusion. For me, a white student from a majoritywhite school (Reagan) in a middle-income area, the experience was one I value greatly. I was able to hear
perspectives not always heard in my own community and learn to be a better ally to students of color, all
while honing my abilities at guiding difficult yet important conversations.

