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Enough is Enough: Sexual Assault
Protests Spark Conversations on WFU
Forsyth Technical Community College

by Hannah Coates

Patricia Springs

Sexual
harassment, assault, and rape are
historically rampant in university
settings across the
nation. Wake Forest University is no
exception in this
reality, and until
this August, many
students felt that
there was little
recognition or administrative action devoted to preventing it.
But on August 28, 2021, 300+ students were
compelled to demonstrate their frustrations.
What began as a protest oriented around the
readmission of one student, who had allegely received
sexual assault allegations that resulted in a 2-year suspension, quickly escalated into a broader campus conversation about the co-existence of assault and administrative inaction.
The Title IX Office, Fraternity and Sorority Life
organizations, The Women’s Center, and The SAFE
Office, among other administrative and student organizations, were quick to respond to the outcry, with conversations and initiatives aimed at problem-solving campus sexual assault in both proactive and retroactive
manners. Many of these conversations were also carried
into classrooms, dorm rooms, and social media
platforms such as Yik Yak and Instagram––opening the
eyes of students and faculty alike.
Because of a widespread sense of distrust with
the institution and because many students felt that their
experiences weren’t being heard or taken seriously,
campus resources worked hard to try to create the impression that they were pro-student and pro-safety.
Fraternities and sororities also worked to improve their
sexual assault prevention and reporting practices, since
it has been long known that there is a staggering number of sexual assault cases reported within the Greek
community.
While it is impossible to know if these efforts
have been successful in decreasing sexual assault and
increasing accountability, this movement on campus has
certainly created a wave of awareness surrounding the
issue and around how seriously it impacts individual
lives.
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Sid Subramanian, a sophomore at Wake Forest University,
currently serves as the chair of the
College Advisory Board. Originally
from Florida, Sid has cherished
spending the last four years as a
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Salem Lake. His main focus right now is with the National
League of Cities and hunger and housing needs for students
across several universities in Winston.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles reflect
the perspective of individual CAB members.

Salem Academy and College
250 Years of Educating Girls and Women
by Kelly Jo Curry
In 1772, before the
American Revolution, the
Moravians had the revolutionary idea that their
daughters deserved the
same education as their
sons. In April of that year,
in the town of Salem, the
first school for girls began
in the Gemeinhaus, which
was located where Main
Hall is today on the corner
Main Hall with boarding school
of Salem Square. Their
students 1858/1859,
courtesy
of Salem Academy
teacher was Elisabeth Oesand College Archives
terlein, a resident of Salem. For nearly 250 years, girls and women have been
educated in this very same spot.
In the early 1800s, the school grew into a
premier boarding school for girls in the south, known
as Salem Female Academy, and began awarding college
degrees after the Civil War. Known as Salem Academy
and College today, the school continues to operate in
its original location. The campus has expanded considerably over the years to include a women’s college and
an academy for high school girls, as well as a center for
adult education and a graduate school that are open to
women and men. With a new Health Leadership focus,
today Salem College readies a new generation of women to lead, transcend expectations, and address the
challenges of their time.
Throughout the 2021-2022 academic year, Salem Academy and College is celebrating its legacy as
the oldest educational institution for girls and women
in the country with a variety of celebratory events to
commemorate its 250th anniversary.
Upcoming events include:
• Community Day and Women’s History Month
March 26, 2022
• Health Leadership Forum April 21, 2022
• Founders Day April 22, 2022

•
•

Community Lovefeast April 23, 2022
Cherokee Commemoration October 2022
To learn more about these events, visit 250.salem.edu.

City of Winston-Salem : NLC PostSecondary Basic Needs
by Sid Subramanian
Since 2020, WinstonSalem has served as a part of
the National League of Cities
cohort for addressing basic needs of post-secondary students. In addition to the Human Relations/DEI Department, the College Advisory Board (CAB) is proud to serve
as a lead cohort partner, along with Winston-Salem State
University (WSSU). The NLC fuels cooperation among
cities while providing help in reducing “barriers to basic
needs such as food, housing, childcare, mental health
services, transportation, or digital access for postsecondary students.” The annual project enables networking
and peer conversations among 25 cities and partners,
and helps bring to light some of the key solutions emerging across the country for these socioeconomic hurdles.
All-city meetings, occuring on a monthly basis, delve
deeper into the latest resources available for combatting
transportation and housing/rental assistance among other pressing matters, with an emphasis on the work of
community partners such as the Seldin Haring-Smith
Foundation, an organization which uses public transit
maps to outline accessibility for students in technical and
community colleges across America.
Alongside Wake Forest University, WSSU, Salem
College, Forsyth Tech, and UNCSA, one of the main initiatives developed under the NLC broader initiative is the
hunger and housing needs basic survey. This survey, intended for students of these five institutions in WinstonSalem, is to underscore the level at which basic needs are
satisfied, while taking into account demographics, to provide the basis for future initiatives and investment into
ensuring better stability and food security for postsecondary students. With the hope to complete IRB approval at each institution and be administered to the student population, the results will soon offer a big picture
perspective on the extent of food and housing-related
insecurity in Winston-Salem.
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