The Bunyan and Edith W.
Womble House
Local Historic Landmark #140
200 North Stratford Road, Winston-Salem
Construction Date(s): 1927
Landmark Designation Date: 8/1/18
In 1923, Bunyan and Edith
W. Womble purchased the lot
at 200 North Stratford Road
from the estate of John Wesley
Hanes and commissioned architects Charles Barton Keen and
William Roy Wallace to design
a home to accommodate their
growing family. Construction
of the house was completed in
1927 and cost over $100,000.
Bunyan Snipes Womble, a
Winston-Salem attorney, and
Edith Willingham, graduate of
Salem Academy and College,
met at a Twin City Club dance
in 1912 and were married on
April 29, 1914 at her parents’
home in Macon, Georgia.
Amongst the bridal party were
some of the most prominent
figures in Winston-Salem,
including Marguerite Fries,
David H. Blair, James Gray, Jr.,
Norman Stockton, and Charles
Vogler. As members of Winston-Salem’s elite, Bunyan and
Edith joined the 1920s migration of wealthy families from
the city center to newly developed western suburbs.
Bunyan Womble was born on May 2, 1882 in Pittsboro,
North Carolina to Reverend William Fletcher Womble
and Olivia Womble. Reverend Womble’s four-year pastoral postings necessitated the family’s frequent relocation to places such as Lincolnton, Shelby, Siler City, and
Wentworth. After completing an undergraduate degree
and law degree from Trinity College (modern-day Duke
University), Bunyan attended Columbia Law School from
1906-1907. Soon after graduating, Bunyan began to offer
his law services in Winston, quickly garnering an excellent

reputation that enabled his being elected solicitor of the
municipal recorder’s court in 1909 by the City’s alderman.
However, he returned to private practice in 1911 when he
was recruited by Clement Manly and William Hendren to
join their law firm, which then became Manly, Hendren,
and Womble. The Manly, Hendren, and Womble firm
represented many high-profile clients, including the Reynolds family. Bunyan’s sons, William F. and Calder Womble
worked in the firm and, after some evolutions and mergers,
the firm continues to practice today as Womble Bond Dickinson LLP with nineteen offices in the United States and
eight in the United Kingdom.

Bunyan served on the directorial board of Security Life
and Trust Company, headquartered in Forsyth County. He
also invested in downtown real estate, owning commercial
properties along Fourth Street, east of Cherry Street, and
constructed a brick building at the intersection’s northeast
corner. In addition to these professional ventures, Bunyan
was elected to the North Carolina House of Representatives
in 1925 and served two terms in the North Carolina Senate
from 1927-1931. He served on the Winston-Salem School

Board from 1930-1942, acting as chair of the Board from
1933-1942. He was also president of the North Carolina
Bar Association from 1936-1937.
Edith Womble, nee Willingham, was born on August 28,
1890 to Calder and Lila Willingham, the seventh of nine
children. Her father and brothers were cotton brokers. As
a student at Salem Academy and College, she was class
historian, business manager of the athletic association and
the annual student publication, Sights and Insights, and
a member of the archery, hockey, and tennis teams. She
graduated from Salem College in 1909. Following her
marriage to Bunyan, Edith gave birth to two sons and four
daughters between 1915 and 1928. Having travelled the
world three times over, Edith was passionate about exposing her children to the world, believing that it would allow
them greater understanding of themselves and others. She
made certain her children understood how fortunate they
were during times of extreme economic difficulty, such as
the Great Depression.

by Philadelphia landscape architect Thomas Sears. The
Classical Revival-style dwelling conveys the importance
and wealth of its first inhabitants through visual continuity that emphasizes the grandeur of the home. Details
that unite the different sections of the home include white
stucco walls, a Ludowici-Celadon tile roof, and molded
modillion cornices. The symmetry of the house further accentuates the classical central entrance, the front door with
leaded-glass fanlight is sheltered by a shallow, flat-roofed
portico with cast-iron balustrade, a denticulated cornice,
fluted pilasters and columns on limestone plinths, and a
slate floor elevated one step above the bluestone terrace.
The Wombles remained in the home until both of their
deaths; Bunyan in 1976 and Edith in 1980. In 1981, Gary
G. and Sandra K. Poehling purchased the home where they
reside to this day.
.

The Bunyan and Edith W. Womble House is one of the four
largest homes in the Stratford Place neighborhood, platted

The Bunyan and Edith W. Womble House is located at the northwest corner of North Stratford Road and Warwick Road in the Stratford
Place neighborhood.

