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Christian F. Sussdorff was born in Germany, was trained
as a horticulturist in Europe, and came to America in 1833.
He arrived in Salem in 1836; unfortunately, there was not
high demand for a European-trained horticulturalist in
Salem. Therefore, Sussdorff tried his hand at several
occupations in addition to horticulture, including piano
teaching and tuning, photography, and tobacco manufacturing. His musical talent became widely recognized in
the Piedmont, and the well-known African-American
cabinetmaker Thomas Day, sent his daughter to Sussdorff
for musical instruction.
Sussdorff submitted the first plan of his proposed dwelling
to the Salem governing body in 1838, but it was rejected as
being too elaborate. It was felt that because his trade was
new in Salem and his economic condition was uncertain,
his proposal should be downgraded. The second plan was
approved, and in 1839, Sussdorff built a 1½-story, fourroom brick dwelling. In his memoir, Sussdorff states that
he built the house for $1,300, and that he “laid off a little
garden.” In 1854, Sussdorff sold the house to Julius Kern
and moved several blocks north into Winston. Julius Kern
then sold the house to Israel Lash in 1857. In the 1870s,
the house passed to Thomas Spaugh.
The Sussdorff House is a two-story brick structure; the
front of the house is four bays wide and two deep, with
the doorway located on the second bay from the right.
On either gable end is an exterior
end chimney. First story windows
have nine-over-six lights; those
on the second story have six-oversix. The brickwork around the
front door suggests that originally
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the house may have had a small, one-bay porch, typical
of several porches of that time period in Salem.
The house was originally a 1½-story structure; it was
probably Kern or Lash who raised the house to a full
two stories and added Greek Revival interior finish.
The first floor reflects elements of Salem’s architecture
seen from 1800-1850, such as chair rails, four-paneled
doors, and corner fireplaces, and the second floor features
c. 1860 details such as marbleized baseboards and stippling. In the 1870s, after the house passed to Thomas
Spaugh, a kitchen ell was added to the northwest corner
of the house.
Today the Christian F. Sussdorff House is privately
occupied.
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