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The Waller-Joyner House, built in 1780, provides
a glimpse into the rustic heritage of an increasingly suburbanizing portion of Forsyth County. The
two buildings that make up the home are Forsyth
County’s two oldest hewn log dwellings. Due to the
quickly declining number of this style of building,
the Waller-Joyner home is somewhat of a historical
rarity. The home’s historical significance is further
reflected in the richness of its soil, a sign of its proximity to the Yadkin River and the agricultural heritage that
was once a necessary part of life within the region. Today,
the property sits upon 12.56 of its initial 350 acres with two
fruit trees being all that remain of the orchards that once
dotted the property.

served as the residence’s kitchen. Both hewn log dwellings
are representative of the traditional building practices and
materials utilized by many of the Piedmont’s early western
settlers. Each building retains many of its original architectural features including board-and-batten doors, doublehung wood-sash windows and wide board floors.
The home and property still serve as a private residence.

In 1780, after serving in the Revolutionary War, Henry
Waller (b. 1718) purchased 350 acres near Fries Creek from
the State of North Carolina for 50 shillings. On this property, he and his wife Sarah established a subsistence farm
and the property’s first home, a one-and-a-half-story oneroom log residence. With their growing success, the Waller
family moved from their initial modest log home to a larger
two-story building built sometime during the early
nineteenth century. The two buildings were eventually
connected by an open L-shaped porch built during the
1940s. In the years since, the Waller family remained in the
two-story building and the initial one-room log cabin has

