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Winston Mutual Life Insurance
Building
Local African-American civic and business leaders
established the Winston Industrial Association, a health and
accident insurance company, on August 6, 1906. Founder,
Dr. J. W. Jones became concerned about the economic
stability of African-American workers as medical expenses
and costs associated with the death of a loved one was more
costly than it was for White workers because of lower wages and the lack of insurance. Dr. Jones and his co-founders
chartered Winston Industrial Association to provide a solution to the problem. Though the original founders lacked
experience in the insurance business, they pooled their
resources and were determined to make the vision a reality.
John S. Fitts, an attorney, was the first President. The first
office was located at the southeast corner of Fourth and
Church Streets in the Jones Building at 311 ½ Church
Street. The one-room office was heated with a wood stove
during the winter months. The first policy was written on
August 21, 1906 and eight more policies were written the
following day. Company underwriters and officers also
purchased insurance policies. The lowest premium payment
was five cents per week with a sick benefit of $1.25 per
week and a death benefit of $20.00. The highest premium
payment was 25 cents per week with a sick benefit of five
dollars per week and a death benefit of $75.00.
As business
flourished,
the company
needed more
space to
operate. By
1912, the
office moved
to the Forsyth
Savings and
Trust Bank at
408 North
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remained
until 1928. Then the company purchased a fifty percent
interest in the building at 13 East 3rd Street for $20,010.

The fourth office was located at 1100 11th Street NE. These
buildings no longer exist today.
In 1915, Mountain City Mutual Insurance Company of
Asheville and Winston Industrial Association merged in
order to reduce expenses and increase value to policyholders and the company was renamed Winston Mutual
Insurance Company. A flu epidemic was rumored to
dissolve the company in 1917, however, Winston Mutual
maintained solvency after paying all claims. In 1918,
Winston Mutual acquired Eastern Relief Association of
Edenton, NC. By the 1940s, it was one of the three largest
African-American owned and operated insurance companies in the state. District offices were located in Charlotte,
Fayetteville, Greensboro, Raleigh, Rocky Mount, and
Wilmington.
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As the company progressed, additional insurance products
included industrial and ordinary (whole life) insurance
policies. Winston Mutual insured seasonal employees of
the R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company with group insurance
from the 1970s. By the 1980s, insurance products also
included hospitalization, endowments, educational, retirement, mortgage cancellation, family group, final expense,
and group and life insurance for university campuses
statewide.
In 1969, the company built a new, Modernist style building
for its home office in Winston-Salem. The five-story building also housed several small businesses, doctor’s offices, a
radio station, and a pharmacy. The building was often used
as a place for the discussion of social issues and political
campaigns. In 1985, Winston Mutual merged with Golden
State Mutual Life Insurance Company, who owned the
building until 2012. Today the building is privately-owned
and houses a city office and community organizations.
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